                         
DIVINE ENDORSEMENT

--Herb use throughout the Bible—
At Creation: 


Gen 1:11-13  “And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, [and] the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed [is] in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.  And the earth brought forth grass, [and] herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed [was] in itself, after his kind: and God saw that [it was] good.  And the evening and the morning were the third day.”  

· On the third day of Creation our Creator spoke grass, trees, herb yielding seen into existence

In the Garden of Eden: 


Genesis 1:29- And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which [is] upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which [is] the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.  

· Here constitutes the diet of God’s children.  Notice, all that was given to eat were those things that come from the earth.  Fruits, nuts, grains and vegetables.


Gensis 2:8,9-  And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  

· The tree of life is also mentioned in Revelation 22:2 which reveals it’s purpose for man- “And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, [was there] the tree of life, which bare twelve [manner of] fruits, [and] yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree [were] for the healing of the nations.  

· God Himself planted a garden as well as trees not only to eat from but also to use for healing!

Outside the Garden of Eden: 

Genesis 3:18- “Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;”

· After the Fall of Adam and Eve the diet of man still consisted of the Herb!

Further Use of Herbs:
· Blessing From God:

· Hebrews 6:7,8- "The earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:

· For the service of man:

· Psalms 104:14- He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth;  
· For food and for Healing: 

· Ezekiel 47:12- And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.  

· The need and importance of knowing and understanding, our Creators Herbs and how to use them: 

· 2Kings 4:38-40- And one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and shred [them] into the pot of pottage: for they knew [them] not.  So they poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that they cried out, and said, O [thou] man of God, [there is] death in the pot. And they could not eat [thereof].  But he said, Then bring meal. And he cast [it] into the pot; and he said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot.  

· Spirit and attitude to have while taking herbs:

· Proverbs 15:17- Better [is] a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.

· For the up-building of our Physical, mental and spiritual well being:

· Daniel 1:5,8,12,15,17,19,20-  And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king…  But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself… Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink… And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat… As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams… And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king.  And in all matters of wisdom [and] understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians [and] astrologers that [were] in all his realm.   

· This word “Pulse” in the Hebrew tongue is defined:  something sown-(sowing seed in the ground) that is, a vegetable (as food)

· The physical, mental and spiritual result of Herbal use was 10 times better than all in the realm of that king. 


Inspiration:

“This is God's method. The herbs that grow for the benefit of man, and the little handful of herbs kept and steeped and used for sudden ailments, have served tenfold, yes, one hundred fold better purposes, than all the drugs hidden under mysterious names and dealt out to the sick.  PH144 
"The true method for healing the sick is to tell them of the herbs that grow for the benefit of man. Scientists have attached large names to these simplest preparations, but true education will lead us to teach the sick that they need not call in a doctor any more than they would call in a lawyer. They can themselves administer the simple herbs if necessary.  PH144 
God has caused to grow out of the ground herbs for the use of man, and if we understand the nature of these roots and herbs, and make a right use of them, there would not be a necessity of running for the doctor so frequently, and people would be in much better health than they are today.--Letter 35, 1890.

The Lord has provided antidotes for diseases in simple plants, and these can be used by faith, with no denial of faith; for by using the blessings provided by God for our benefit we are cooperating with Him. He can use water and sunshine and the herbs which He has caused to grow, in healing maladies brought on by indiscretion or accident. We do not manifest a lack of faith when we ask God to bless His remedies. True faith will thank God for the knowledge of how to use these precious blessings in a way which will restore mental and physical vigor.  2SM 289.2
The Lord has given some simple herbs of the field that at times are beneficial; and if every family were educated in how to use these herbs in case of sickness, much suffering might be prevented and no doctor need be called. These old-fashioned, simple herbs, used intelligently, would have recovered many sick who have died under drug medication.  2SM 294.1
"The use of certain herbs that the Lord has made to grow for the good of man, is in harmony with the exercise of faith," --MS 31, 1911
! Simple, natural means for the restoration of man! 
